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QDABRA QRULES 

Use GetInputParameter to pass data from one form to 

another 

The qRules command GetInputParameter returns the value of the key IF it exists.  

The command’s syntax is GetInputParameter /key=<keyname>. In this tutorial, will use this command to 

push data from one form into another form. We will link two of the sample forms included in InfoPath 2007. 

TRAVEL REQUEST 

1. Launch InfoPath 2007, select Design a Form template and select Customize a sample. Select Travel 

Request, change its compatibility to InfoPath (Sample forms default to browser) and save it locally. 

2. Click on Tools > Data Connections. Click Add. Create a new connection to submit data to 

SharePoint. When asked for the library, enter the URL for a library we will create. Finish the Wizard 

to create the data connection. 

 

3. Insert a button into the form and configure it to submit to this new data connection. 
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4. Go to File > Publish and deploy the Travel Request form to create a new SharePoint Form Library by 

the same name used above (TravelRequest). 
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5. Using Internet Explorer, go to the SharePoint library and click New. Fill out the form and submit to 

test. 

6. Repeat the same steps (1 through 6) for the Expense Report sample. 

 

PREPARE THE TRAVEL REQUEST FORM 

7. In Internet Explorer, navigate to the Expense Report library, go to Actions and select Open with 

Windows Explorer. From here you’ll be able to decipher the URL to the xsn: http://dbxl-

test4/ExpenseReport/Forms/template.xsn 

8. In the TravelRequest form, add a field called ExpenseReportURL. 

 

9. Double click on the new xml node in order to set the Default Value. In this default value, we will 

generate the parameters that the form will pass to the ExpenseReport form. 

http://dbxl-test4/ExpenseReport/Forms/template.xsn
http://dbxl-test4/ExpenseReport/Forms/template.xsn
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If we check the checkbox for Edit XPath, we’ll see the full paths: concat("http://dbxl-

test4/ExpenseReport/Forms/template.xsn?purpose=", ../my:purpose, "&name=", ../my:name) 

10. Insert a Hyperlink control to link to this URL. 

 

11. Save the form and redeploy the form to your SharePoint Library. 

INCORPORATE QRULES 

12. Launch the qRules Injector and inject qRules into the Expense Report form. (Make sure that the 

form is closed before injecting.) 

13. Open the ExpenseReport form in InfoPath’s design mode. 

14. We will now add a rule to the finishedLoading field in the QdabraRules secondary data source. 
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a. For this rule, add a condition such that it only executes when finishedLoading is TRUE. 

 

b. The first action will set the command to get our first key, as seen below: 

 

c. The second action sets the purpose field in the form to the value of the Result. 
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Repeat these two actions for every parameter. In our case, we are passing two parameters, so we have a 

total of four actions. 

 

15. Save the form and redeploy the form to your SharePoint Library. 

There is no way to get to the input parameters outside of the Loading event first occurring, and, in InfoPath, 

rules always run before code. Therefore, Open Rules will not have access to the input parameter data. This is 

why we designed our form to use a rule in finishedLoading to load the information, instead of using Open 

Rules. 

 

TEST IT OUT 
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1. From Internet Explorer, launch a new Travel Request form and fill out the fields. 

2. Click on the hyperlink to launch the Expense Report. 

3. See the fields get populated. 

 

You can extrapolate this simple example to use qRules to pass data from one form to another. 

InfoPath changes all input parameters to lower case. While qRules handles for this by also modifying the 

case of the provided /key, it is simplest to just use lower case for the parameter key. 


